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Operation for Stricture of the Larynx by Grafting.—At the session of 
the Imperial-Royal Society of Physicians of Vienna, held May 14th ( Medical 
News, July 10,1897) Gersuny mentioned two instances in which he attempted 
to apply Thiersch grafts to the surface of a cavity. In the first case, diph¬ 
theria had produced an almost complete cicatricial stenosis of the larynx in 
a child one year and nine months of age, and breathing was only possible 
through a canula in the trachea. Gersuny divided the larynx, excised the 
cicatricial mass, and covered the circular denuded area which was left with 
a graft taken from the thigh, and in order to keep it in place the cavity was 
tamponed and the skin sewed together over it. In eight days the tampon 
was removed and the flap was nicely united. The canula was kept in posi¬ 
tion for some time, and the larynx was dilated with bougies and tubes, as 
there was some tendency toward contraction. The canula was at last dis¬ 
pensed with and the child breathed normally. 

Hemiatrophy of the Tongue —Dr. Harold N. Moyer, of Chicago, 
describes and depicts {New York Medical Journal, 1897, No. 975) a case in a 
young man, twenty-five years of age, who on November 22,1892, had received 
a wound of the left cheek from a 32-calibre revolver, the bullet from which 
was supposed to have been imbedded “ in the bone.” 

Diphtheria.—J essen (Centra Ibl. fur inner e Med., May 15,1897; Medical News, 
1897, No. 1282) reports a case of diphtheria in a girl, nineteen years of age, 
in whom clinical evidence of the disease persisted for more than four months, 
despite energetic treatment, comprising the injections of Behring’s serum 
and the topical use of lactic acid. 

The Cure of Singers’ Nodules.—At the late meeting of the Laryngolog- 
ical, Rhinological, and Otological Society, Dr. Holbrook Curtis, of New 
York, read a paper on this subject ( Medical News, 1897, No. 1281). He stated 
that he was able to cure these nodules by a series of respiratory and phona- 
tory exercises, which at the same time, increases the size of the chest at the 
apices of the lung, and improves the quality of the voice. 

Surgical Treatment of Lnpus of the Larynx.— Drs. A. Gouguenheim 
and A. Guinard (Annales des Maladies de V Oreille, du Larynx du Nez et du 
Pharynx, August, 1897) report a case of secondary lupus of the larynx in a 
child ten years of age which they claim to have cured by laryngo-fissure, 
ablation of the epiglottis, curettage, and thermo-cauterization of the entire 
mucous membrane of the larynx. 
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(The cure, however, is but three months old. It is to be hoped that it will 
be permanent, but, os a matter of fact, it is well known that lupus is liable 
to reappear no matter what measures are taken for its destruction. The 
authors refer to a case of lupus of the larynx reported by Dr. Brondgeest in 
1896 to the Congress of Internal Medicine at Munich, which he had similarly 
treated by subhyodine pharyngotomy, and subsequently, after a recurrence, by 
laryngo-fissure, since which it had remained cured for six years. This is the 
only operative case of the kind which the writers of the paper found on record.] 

Sarcoma of the Larynx.—D r. T. H. Halstead, of Syracuse, N. Y., 
reported {Medical News , 1897, No. 1281) a case of sarcoma in a man, fifty- 
seven years of age, from whose larynx he had with the snare removed a 
round-celled sarcoma on June 17, 1896. One month later the growth was 
even larger than at the first operation. On January 29, 1897, tracheotomy 
was performed to relieve severe dyspnoea, and one week later the growth pro¬ 
truded at the opening of the trachea, and in another week had reached the 
base of the tongue. The patient died on April 26th. There had been occa¬ 
sional slight hemorrhage, and profuse hemorrhage on one or two occasions. 

Sarcoma of the Naso-pharynx in an Infant. —Dr. Halstead likewise 
reported the unusual case of a sarcoma in a female infant two years of age. 
The right side of the nose was occluded by a yellowish-white growth, while 
the soft palate was pushed forward by another mass. Tracheotomy was per¬ 
formed for the child’s immediate relief, but it died shortly afterward. 

Three Cases of Laryngectomy.—At the last meeting of the Laryngolog- 
ical, Rhinological, and Otological Society (Medical News, 1897, No. 1281) Dr. 
Charles W. Richardson, of Washington, D. C., reported an unsuccessful 
case of laryngectomy in a male subject, for malignant disease of the larynx, 
acute oedema of the lungs having occurred suddenly on the evening of the 
second day after the operation. 

The growth was found to be far more extensive than had been supposed, 
as it filled the whole interior of the larynx and extended into the trachea. 

Dr. James Kebr, of Washington, also reported a case of laryngectomy 
for malignant disease, in a female subject. The patient succumbed at the 
end of the first week from gradual failure of strength. The growth was a 
medullary carcinoma originating in some of the glands of the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the larynx. 

In both instances tracheotomy had been performed. In the first instance 
one week, and in the second instance one month before radical operation. 

Dr. M. R. Wakd, of Pittsburg, reported a case of laryngectomy in a girl, 
seventeen years of age, in whom a papilloma of the larynx had recurred as an 
epithelioma, the specimen having been found to be a mixed epithelial growth 
—an adeno-epithelioma. The patient died of exhaustion, a little over seven 
months after the operation, and almost three years after the disease had been 
first recognized. 

[The continuoosness of neoplasia in this instance would lead to the infer¬ 
ence that the diagnosis of papilloma in the first instance had been defective, 
even though based upon histologic examination of the excised growth.] 



